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Sukasaptati was another fruitful source of popular
tales. A man left for a foreign country, and, in his absence,
his wife was tempted to break the marital vow. But
her parrot was a clever bird. Every night, as the woman was
tempted to leave the house in search of a love adventure, it
started telling a story about a woman who extricated her-
self from difficulties. At a thrilling point in the story, the
parrot would ask the woman how the heroine should act.
When she confessed her inability to offer a way out, the
parrot would tell her not to leave the house that night if
she wanted to hear the solution. Thus, on every one of the
seventy nights, the woman, attracted by a fresh story,
gave up her intention of seeking a paramour. At the end
of the period, the fortunate husband returned to find his
wife as chaste as when he had left her. The first Gujarat!
version (c. 1582) of these stories is by Ratnasundara, &
Jaina sadhu. Tales of conjugal perfidy were always
heard with avidity, then as now.

Popular imagination, highly exercised over Vikrama,
produced a number of other tales independently of Sams-
krta sources. Mangalamaneka, a sadhu, composed about
c. 1582 Vikrama ane KMprlicorarnsa based on such a tale.
Similar tales were also told about Siddharaja who, to
Gujaratls, was a replica of Vikrama in valour and generosity,
In c. 1549 Matisara composed a work called Karimra-
manjan, in which a statuette on the famous Rudramala
temples at.Siddhapura tells a story of. her love. In c. 1577
Kanakamudra, composed a Karpuramanjan rasa,

III

Another tale of wild, romantic love which fascinated
Gujarata was borrowed from Kamakundala N&aka of
Anandadhara (c. 1300). It appears to have been popular
both in North Jndia and the Deccan, for we find it adapted
both in Hindi and Marathl. Gapapati, a son of Narasa
Kayastha, composed a Mftdhavanala-dogdhaka-prabandha in
Old Gujarat! at Amod in c. 1528. It had evidently a wide
:appeal, for one of its copy was found in Bikaner1. Ganapati's
work consists of 2500 dogdhaka verses, and is inspired by a

1.   Vide, Mujumdar's Article in Gujarat! SaHtya, p, 411 (Guj.)-
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